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Abstract  

Thomas Jefferson once said, “we hold these truths to be self-evident that all men are created 

equal”. Shortly after this statement America soon discovered that “all men” pertained to the 

average white male. After years of developments, the U.S. begin to slowly accept minorities as 

equals in society. However, research displays that there is still a racial disparity between White 

and Black men. This paper will observe the racial imbalance in society by closely examining the 

data collected of those individuals in the U.S prison system. It will also illustrate how drug laws 

play a major role in the incarceration of Black men. Finally, this paper will focus on how 

improving drug laws to be more equal could lessen the racial imbalance in the U.S. prison 

system.  
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Introduction 

Recently there has been a growing concern among scholars and practitioners about the 

overrepresentation of minority groups in the United States (U.S.) criminal justice system. For 

instance, 33 percent of prisoners in the U.S. are Black, even though Black people only make up 

12 percent of the U.S. population (Gramlich, 2019). From this finding, researchers project that 

one in every four Black males will spend some duration in prison in their lifetime (Guerino, 

Harrison, & Sabol, 2012; U.S. Census Bureau, 2011). This discovery has led criminologists to 

wonder and develop numerous theories to explain why and what is causing this phenomenon.  

Researchers developed and applied theories like the general strain theory, and the 

differential opportunity theory to explain why minority groups such as Black males are 

demonstrated to make up a significant ratio of individuals in the criminal justice system. After, 

applying these theories to explain this phenomenon researchers found that racial biases are 

interwoven in drug laws which results in the systematic disadvantage of Black people. As a 

consequence, the differential opportunity theory by race also contributing to problematic racial 

practices, such as over-policing of the Black community.  

The Topic of this Study: Racial Bias in the Criminal Justice System 

Some scholars believe that the massive representation of minorities in the criminal justice 

system is due to the creation of laws made with the intent of displaying systemic racism. For 

example, Balko (2020) states that the Jim Crow Era provided a foundation for which our current 

criminal justice system has become embedded with systemic racism. The Jim Crow Era was a 

time in the south when laws were introduced to foster segregation. The creation of laws 

established at this magnitude promotes racial disparity and helps preserve racial order by 

oppressing Black people. These laws also result in the oppression of Black people because the 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0963721418763931
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0963721418763931
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0963721418763931
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U.S. criminal justice system focuses more on the use of punishments to deter criminal activity 

instead of rehabilitation methods. Some scholars believe that the creation of laws like the U.S. 

drug laws are becoming the new Jim Crow laws of today's society (Balko, 2020).  Especially, 

since these laws are contributing to the mass incarceration of Black people. This presents the 

idea that these laws are created with the intent of punishing Black people, rather than helping 

them. This idea has caused many individuals to be opposed to the idea that the Jim Crow era 

truly ended.  

In 2020, researchers conducted a quasi-experiment using data from the Vera Institute of 

Justice and the U.S. Census Bureau to examine the impact of reforms on incarceration rates and 

racial disparities from 2000–2015. The study examined the Community Corrections Performance 

Incentives Act of 2009 (SB 678) and the SB 18 Act. These are two reforms enforced in 

California during the set timeframe researchers wanted to study. The SB 678 reform focused on 

improving California’s probation system, while SB 18, granted non-revocable parole for 

offenders with minor offenses. This would eliminate parole violations for minor offense 

offenders (Gottlieb et. al., 2020). Researchers then compared the incarceration rates in California 

to other states that did not enforce these reforms.  

Results from the study illustrated that the changes California made in its laws widened 

the Black-White and Latinx-White incarceration imbalance (Gottlieb et. al., 2020). This finding 

is significant because it supports the claims made by Balko that the foundation in which policies 

are created, has a vast impact on the racial disparities within incarceration trends. Another study 

was performed in 2009, to also display this connection.  

In 2009, Researchers examined whether dismantling old reforms would decrease racial 

disparities in the prison system. Researchers examined this by eradicating, New York State’s 
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Rockefeller Drug Laws. These laws systematically categorize illegal drugs by different offenses 

and penalties. The law focused on establishing a mandated maximum of life imprisonment for 

committing a class A felony (Mancuso, 2010).  In 2009, policy makers removed the law and 

increased drug treatment to investigate the effect the law has on the incarceration rates of Black 

people.  

The study found that the removal of the mandatory sentences and expanding treatment 

options reduced rates of re-arrest and lowered racial inequities in jail terms (Hinton et. al., 2018). 

This is significant because it displays that these drug laws do consequently affect incarceration 

rates. This also displays the importance of re-examining these laws because it could help 

contribute to decreasing the number of Black people represented in the criminal justice system.  

Even though many minority groups are currently disproportionately represented in the criminal 

justice system, it is vital to focus on the White-Black disparity for multiple reasons.  

One of the reasons to focus on this disparity is because this disparity is the greatest 

among all races, Black people also represent the largest minority group in the U.S. prison 

system. Studies suggest that Black people are five times as likely to be imprisoned than White 

people (Rezal, 2021). Secondly, we should focus on these two races because racial 

discrimination against Black people has played an essential historical role in American law 

policies like the “Jim Crow Law” and continues to do so. Perea (1997) explains that focusing on 

the differences between Black and White people rather than other minority groups is important 

because placing these the two races as the focal point of research helps with the understanding of 

different racial groups in society.  

To address this concern of racial bias, this paper will examine and connect U.S. drug laws 

with the high representation of Black males in the criminal justice system. It is significant to 
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focus on drug laws and their connection to incarceration rates because it offers a possible 

solution to decreasing the incarceration rates among Black males. The following section will 

examine the history of systemic racism against Black people as a basis for understanding the 

modern developments in drug laws today.  

The History of the Black Race 

The Black race has endured a long line of historic racism in the U.S. ranging from 

slavery, segregation, and unequal rights. The U.S. government developed many different 

policies, like the 13th amendment, to adopt Black people into society. However, as pointed out 

by filmmaker (Duvernay et. Al., 2016) of "The 13th Amendment", this constitutional addition 

did not extend its rights to convicted criminals. According to the Thirteenth Amendment, 

“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for crime where of the party 

shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States… (U.S. CONST. amend. 

XIII).”  It is hypothesized this loophole has been used to shift systems of oppression to the 

criminalizing and imprisonment of Black male citizens. To prevent the adoption of Black people 

into society, the government legalized what is now known as “Jim Crow” laws to uphold 

segregation between the White and Black people.  

Although overt racial discrimination was prohibited by the U.S. Constitution, every 

confederate state moved to deny Black people the ability to vote by enacting discriminatory 

voting laws (Urofsky, 2021). The laws associated with the Jim Crow era heavily criminalized 

many Black people because these laws made basic human rights illegal. Under the Jim Crow 

statutes, Florida created laws that banned Black people from going to school with White people.  

The Jim Crow laws also required Black people to pass difficult literacy test in order to vote. 

However, even after passing these test Black people were still denied this liberty.  
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 These laws provided law enforcement the jurisdiction to arrest anyone that challenged 

them. By these laws, Black people were violently detained, then leased out to work on private 

farms after being imprisoned and aggressively arrested (Wood, et. al., 2016). These laws gave 

society the authority to criminalize anyone that dared to go against this social norm. For 

example, historical figures like Rosa Parks, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr., were all 

presented as criminals in their society because they decided to fight against this unequal 

treatment. Also, the "criminal acts" demonstrated by these individuals were performed to protest 

for their birth-given right of equality, which was being taken from them by society. For instance, 

Rosa Parks challenged the Jim Crow laws that required her to give up her seat to a White person 

on a state bus in Alabama. 

Another well-known situation that affected the Black community during this era is the 

“Plessy v. Ferguson” case. This case was filed due to the 1892 incident which included Homer 

Plessy's refusal to sit in the train car for Black people. Plessy challenged this obscene law and 

decided to file an official case that traveled all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Burson 

(1986) emphasizes the importance of this case because the Supreme Court ruling upheld the 

“separate but equal” clause. However, this clause was illustrated as unsustainable for the Black 

community because many of the facilities available to them were not in the best condition 

compared to the items specifically for “White’s-only” use.   

This among other consequential events, spiked anger among Black people and supporters 

of the Black community resulting in court cases, protests, and boycotts. These events with many 

other incidents are described in history as the beginning of the Civil Rights movement because 

lawsuits like “Brown v. Board of Education” and “Plessy V. Ferguson” filed in response to the 

Jim Crow laws resulted in the U.S Supreme Court ruling that these laws were indeed 
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unconstitutional. As a reaction to the civil rights movement, policymakers moved to abolish such 

laws in hopes of promoting a more equal society. 

In the 1970s there was a dramatic spike in crime rates across the nation. For instance, 

between 1960 and 1970 crime rates increased by 126 percent (Eisen, 2015). This increase in 

crime caused a national panic which put more pressure on politicians to enact new laws 

regarding the possession, distribution and use of drugs. Shoesmith (2010) emphasizes that during 

the 1970s and 1980s drug-related crimes caused a considerable increase in crime rates. During 

this time many believe that drugs were the sole contributor to the advancement of crime. Even 

though, the government already had laws against drugs, the panic of society caused the 

government to develop a stricter approach to drug use. However, scholars like Boyd (2001) 

explains that the creation of drug laws like the crack and powdered cocaine drug law, ushered in 

a "New Jim Crow” era. Many share this view because the drug laws are depicted as detrimental 

to Black people by increasing their presence in the U.S. prison system.  

Importance of My Research Topic 

The examination of the U.S. drug laws is highly important because it will allow society to 

understand why there is a disproportionate number of Black people in the criminal justice 

system. There is also compelling evidence that suggests Black males are incarcerated at a higher 

rate than other races. This claim is supported within a report created by Carsen and colleagues 

that focuses on prison rates in contrast with race. By examining this data Carsen (2014) found 

that about 37 percent of men incarcerated in prisons were Black while percent were white. This 

is significant because it supports the previous claim that Black men have a higher chance at 

being incarcerated.  
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Another finding that supports these ideas is the data collected by the Drug Policy 

Alliance (2015), Figure one demonstrates the incarceration rate of males by also taking into 

account their race. This graph focuses on the impact drug laws are having on Whites, Latinos, 

and Blacks. The graph does this by examining the ethnic groups of those in the state and federal 

prison system for drug offenses.  

This evidence suggests that a large proportion of Black males are incarcerated in 

response to drug offenses. Similarly, MacDonald et al. (2014) performed a study that closely 

examined the ratio of prisoners and their offenses. The study found that 4.5 percent of the 

sampling sizes consisted of White people incarcerated for drug offenses while Black males 

averaged 8.8 percent. The result from this study illustrates that Black people are twice as likely 

to be sentenced to prison for a drug-related offense. Many of the drug laws associated with these 

drug offenses were first established during the War on Drugs movement.  

Figure One  

The Disproportionate Impact Of Drug Laws on Black And Latino Communities 

Figure One.  Examines the connection between race and drug offenses in the U.S. prison system 

by MacDonald et al., 2014, The Journal of Legal Studies, 



THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     12 

 

Section One: The War on Drugs 

Many of the drug laws in use today were developed due to the historical movement 

known as the War on Drugs.  In the 1970s, President Nixon stated that drug abuse was plaguing 

American citizens. He then declared that drug use was the U.S. number one enemy. In tandem 

with the growing association between drugs with violent crimes. This led the U.S. government to 

pass several legislative acts aimed to stop the emerging epidemic and ultimately launch the War 

on Drugs movement. 

  For example, the U.S. government created the Smoking Opium Exclusion Act in 1909, 

which banned the possession and smoking of opium. This substance was common among the 

Chinese community during this era which presents the idea that the act was targeted towards the 

Chinese Immigrants (Pascual, 2021). This is significant because it shows how these laws were 

created with an underlying motive to oppress a certain race. This was also one of the first few 

acts developed to regulate narcotics regularly (Realuyo, 2019). This later led to the creation of the 

Controlled Substance Act (1970), which categorizes different substances into one of five 

schedules. This placement is based on the substance's medical utility, misuse potential, and 

safety or dependence liability (DEA, 2018). The government created this act in hopes of creating 

a concrete sentencing system to deter communities from participating in drug use. 

In addition to creating new legislative acts with this increased funding the U.S. 

government also established many new organizations to combat drug abuse. For instance, in 

1968 the U.S. government developed the Justice Department's Bureau of Narcotics and 

Dangerous Drugs. This organization is significant because it is the framework for the Drug 

Enforcement Administration which is the current organization used today. The United State 

government created the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) in 1973. The organization has 
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the combined elements of the Office for Drug Abuse Law Enforcement, the Office of National 

Narcotics Intelligence, and the Justice Department’s Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. 

The U.S. Department of Justice (2021) explains that the organizations was created with the goal 

of that decreasing the use of drugs in communities. Another goal for the DEA was to stop drugs 

from entering into the U.S. 

However, in today's society, this organization has a lot of other major functions. It also 

operates with the three components of investigating, coordinating, and denying. First, the DEA 

investigates individuals that are linked to drug cartel networks. Then, this organization will 

coordinate with federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies for investigations, 

information, and resource sharing. Finally, the DEA stops drug revenues to reduce easy access to 

drugs within communities. This is significant because it is denying individuals the opportunity to 

receive financial gains through the illegal distribution of drugs (U.S. Department of Justice, 

2021).  The method this organization functions in now is significant because it helps it achieve 

its overall purpose of deterring drug abuse within society.  

Even though, these acts and organizations were created at an earlier period in history 

lawmakers continue to focus on the war on drugs. Idler and colleagues (2021) explain that since 

1990, every political statement on drugs has emphasized how dangerous drugs are for both 

society and the youth. This has caused the government to view substance abuse as a primary risk 

factor for offending in communities. To lower crime rates, the U.S. government imposed stricter 

legal sanctions for drug offenses via mandatory sentencing.  

 Mandatory sentencing was first developed by congress in the mid-1970s and comes in 

two different forms mandatory minimum and statutory maximum. Mandatory minimum requires 

that an individual convicted automatically receives the minimum prison term for that crime 
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(FAMM, 2012). While statutory maximum means the individual must receive the highest 

punishment possible for the crime they are convicted of. The purpose of this sentencing was to 

ensure the punishment of drug offenders in hopes of deterring crime. This strategy also helps to 

limit restrict judicial authority to ensure that the law is applied consistently. Mueller (1992) 

emphasizes that this strategy of sentencing helps deter crime by “maximizing certainty and 

predictability of incarceration for crimes”.  The mandatory sentencing method is one of the many 

policies that was established in the 1980s during the “get tougher on crime” era.  

 During this era, many policies were created with the sole purpose of deterring minorities 

from participating in substance abuse, thus hopefully resulting in less substance use and violent 

crime. For instance, around this time the government created many crime-prevention programs 

like Drug Abuse Resistance Education program (D.A.R.E). These programs strived to deter 

offending by seeking to intervene early in juvenile's lives through the implementation of "safe 

schools' programs” (Jones, 1995).  The main purpose of these policies and programs is to spike 

fear into members of society. Fear is one emotion that is used to help evaluate risk and reward. 

Chanel and colleagues (2009) also describe that fear does influence our cognitive process of 

decision-making. This is significant because by increasing the certainty and severity of 

punishment, lawmakers hoped to make things like drug use would be less desirable. Especially, 

since the fear of being punished is strongly instilled in the public's mind. However, this method 

has not shown to have any significant effect on decrease the prison rates.  

Also, during this time, researchers and physicians also voiced fear over things about the 

severity of different types of drugs. For instance, researchers were very concerned about the use 

of crack because smoking the substance got into an individual’s bloodstream faster than snorting 

powdered cocaine. This difference in ingestion was then interpreted to mean that crack caused a 
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“more intense high” and was more addictive (Lavoie, 2007). As a response, U.S. policymakers 

viewed crack as more dangerous than powdered cocaine, thus leading to their motivation for 

taking a harsher stand against crack.  

Section Two: Crack Versus Powdered Cocaine  

Even though crack and powder cocaine are the same substance, the form in which the 

substance is in, carries a different sentence. The possession of 500 grams or more of powder 

cocaine with intent to distribute carries a five-year penalty, whereas for the same sentence a 

person would only need to have 5 grams of crack with intent to distribute. (The Sentencing 

Project, n.d.). This distinction, however, only widened the racial gap and had the unintended 

consequence of putting more Black males behind bars.  

Figure Two displays Vagins and colleagues (2006) finding of racial differencing in 

connection to crack cocaine users and legal defendants. By observing data from the U.S. 

sentencing commission, the results from 2003 show that 66 percent of crack cocaine users in the 

U.S. are White, however, Black people made up more than 80 percent of those incarcerated for 

cocaine use. This study is just one of many that highlight the negative and disparate impact these 

laws have on the Black community.  

Figure Two  

2003 Data of Crack Cocaine Users And Defendants 
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Figure Two.  Examines crack cocaine users and the arrestees for the substance. By Vagins et al., 

2022   

Any Improvements? 

In recent years, the U.S. criminal justice system has tried to decrease the racial disparity 

regarding the individuals arrested for crack and powder cocaine. For instance, in 2021, the U.S. 

Congress introduced and signed the Equal Enforcement of Cocaine Laws Act. This bill was 

created to eliminate the disparity between crack and cocaine. Creators of this bill also included a 

clause within the act that the same quantity of the substance will have the same criminal penalty 

(Congress.gov, 202). This is significant because this would not place the substance on a scale 

where one form is penalized more. This would place substances like crack and powdered cocaine 

on the same level and not criminalize one form over another. The bill would cause a dramatic 

decrease in the racial disparity between cocaine users and cocaine defendants.  

However, this bill is still in the beginning stages of becoming a law and has not been 

passed yet. The bill must now be signed by the Senate, House, and the President before it can 

fully become a law. Due to this bill recently being signed and not implemented into society yet, 

there is not enough significant evidence to support whether this bill had a vast effect on the crack 

and powder disparity.  

 Cocaine is not the only substance, however, where racial disparities continue to persist. 

Recent data collected by ACLU has shown that Black males are also being arrested for 

possession of marijuana. To illustrate this disparity, one must focus on the difference between 

marijuana smokers and the individuals arrested for marijuana possession charges. Figures Three 

and Four display the results from a study conducted by the ACLU (Marijuana Arrests By The 

Numbers, n.d.). The Figures show that while most marijuana users are White, Black people are 
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four times more likely to be arrested. These results mirror those regarding cocaine use in Figure 

one and suggest a deeper issue with racial disparity in drug laws.  The accessibility of marijuana 

and other drugs in the Black community in conjunction with high neighborhood crime rates is a 

commonly hypothesized reason for why Black males may attract more police attention. In 

combination, This evidence powerfully illustrates some of the issues drug laws are imposing on 

Black males within their community.  

Figure Three  

Data of Marijuana users 

  

Figure Three. Examines Marijuana Use in relation to race. By ACLU (n.d.)  

 

Figure Four   

Those Arrested For Marijuana Possession  
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Figure Four. This Scale displays the arrest for white and Black people for marijuana possession. 

By ACLU (n.d.) 

Section Three: Direct impact on the Black Communities 

Arguably many individuals develop the opinion that the laws developed to combat 

against drugs were directed toward incarcerating Black men. Regarding strict crack and 

powdered cocaine laws, Black males are primarily impacted in response to these laws because 

crack is more accessible to them. According to the article, “What is Crack? Differences Between 

Crack and Cocaine?”, crack is estimated to cost about 40 dollars for .25 grams and cocaine is 

between $120 and $150 for 3.54 grams. Crack being cheaper than cocaine makes it a more 

accessible and present drug in the Black community.  

For instance, the Black youth are more likely to come into contact with marijuana, earlier 

in their childhood then the average White youth. Reboussin (2007) explains that in the eighth 

grade Blacks are 20.5 percent likely to use marijuana in their lifetime compared to Whites. This 

is significant because it displays that the Black community is faced with many illegal 

opportunities due to the concentration of generational poverty in their community. This is a 

result of historical racial inequality in education and the labor market. These disadvantages 

increase the possibility of Black people experiencing high levels of strain.  

Section Four: The General Strain Theory 

To explain the crime within minority community’s criminologist Robert Agnew 

developed the general strain theory.  Agnew’s theory presents the claim that there will be a large 

amount of criminal activity in areas where the collective is constantly experiencing strain 

(Shores et al., 2017).  Anything that causes an individual physical or emotional distress can be 
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descried as strain. Multiple elements could result in a community experiencing strain. In 

Agnew’s, he splits the different types of strain into three categories.  

The first category failure to achieve one's goals. This element is one of the prevalent 

sources of strain within these communities. Failure to fulfill your goals may cause stressors such 

as family and educational strain, leading to a person seeking illegitimate opportunities. Pedalono 

(2018) describes the second category created as the absence positive stimuli. An example of this, 

is if someone “breaks up with their significant other” (88). This is considered an absence positive 

stimulus because the individuals significant other was a positive element that contributed to 

things like the individual’s happiness. 

 Finally, the third category is the establishment of a negative stimuli. An example of a 

negative stimuli would be if the individual experiencing the breakup turn to drugs as a coping 

mechanism. Another example that explains this theory is the idea that an individual faces a large 

amount of financial strain, they are more likely to turn to criminal activity like stealing or selling 

illegal substance because it is a way to correct their financial burdens. Recently, many 

researchers have also applied this theory to explain the drug disparity in communities.  

General Strain to explain Substance abuse 

To gain a further understanding on the effects strain has on substance abuse many 

researchers conducted studies to examine the long-lasting effects of strain. One study conducted 

by Gamez-Guadix et al. (2013) examined this connection by conducting a longitudinal study that 

focused on the victims of cyberbullying.  Through their study researchers found that the victims 

did experience negative emotions like depression which ultimately contributed to negative 

coping like substance use. This study is significant because it displays that the framework for the 

general strain theory does have a connection to substance abuse among individuals. 
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 Recently researchers have decided to take one step further to understanding strain and 

substance abuse by examine the connection racial differences have on the effects of strain and 

substance use. Peck and colleagues (2018) explored the national longitudinal study of 

adolescents to adults to gain an understanding of the racial disparity associated with substance 

use. During the study researchers described the dependent variable in the study as the 

participants long-term substance use. The independent variable was the ethnicity of the 

participants, which consisted of White, Black, and Hispanic individuals. From conducting this 

research Peck found that “most types of strain did have a differential effect on White, African-

American, and Hispanic youths” (20). This finding is significant because it shows that strain has 

a certain effect on different race which is contributing to the disparity of drug use. Especially 

since members of minority communities are often get different opportunities than White people 

in society.  

The Differential Opportunity Theory  

To explain the different opportunities between minorities and White people, 

criminologists Cloward and Ohlin created the differential opportunity theory. This theory 

presents the idea that individuals can have access to either legitimate or illegitimate 

opportunities. The theory then examines opportunities presented to each sector of society. For 

instance, the theory predicts that Minority youth are denied legitimate access and presented with 

several illegitimate opportunities in their high-crime neighborhoods. This presents the principle 

that receiving limited access to achieve one’s goals by legitimate means will result in a 

delinquent response (Richard et al., 1998).  While it is anticipated that upper-class white youth 

will have access to legitimate opportunities because their community is not high in crime. 

Finally, middle class youth experience both legitimate and illegitimate means to achieve that 
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their goals.  This is important because it displays how the opportunities accessible to individuals 

within their community has an effect on their lifestyle.   

This theory also explains how different minority communities are often faced with often 

illegitimate opportunities which causes them to turn to deviant activity. Kerodal (2014) also 

explains that this theory presents the claim that an individual will blame their unfair society for 

not having access to legitimate opportunities. An individual will do this because they often feel 

that an injustice was conducted against them. This different opportunity is shown to have a 

significantly high effect on members of the black community. Empirical evidence also suggests 

that there is an extremely high amount of crime that occurs in minority communities. 

Section Five: Strain in the Black community 

This is significant because it supports the idea that minority groups, like Blacks 

experience more strain than White people. For example, Black employees are 2.9 times more 

likely than White employees to report job and economic stress (Hurtado et al., 2012).  The high 

presents of strain in the black community is a substantial detail because it draws a connection to 

deviance. The best way to examine this connection is with the use of the general strain model. 

The overview of this model is that strain plus a negative emotion will equal crime. So, if an 

individual is experiencing financial problems and cannot provide for their family. The individual 

will experience a negative emotion like sadness which could cause the individual to participate in 

drug use as a coping mechanism.  

Brown and colleagues (2020) examined data gathered by the nationally representative 

Health and Retirement Study on chronic stress. Researchers required individuals 51 years old to 

complete a self-questionnaire that asked specific questions to reflect different types of chronic 
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stress they encountered. Figure Five from the study suggests that Black individuals that 

participated in the study experienced more stress than White people. For instance, the data shows 

that the rates of financial strain among Black are doubled compared to White people.  

Many researchers believe in the general strain theory which gives them a reason to 

believe that those individuals are likely to turn to things like substance abuse when they are 

constantly in a state of strain. Jang and Johnson (2003) believe that this overwhelming strain in 

the black community leads them to turn to deviant behavior to cope. This deviant behavior 

includes using an illegal substance like Fentanyl to experience relaxation and euphoria which 

would allow them to escape their strain.  

Figure Five  

Strain In Relations To Race 

 

Figure five. This graph examines the stress levels among different ethnic groups. By Jang, & 

Johnson, B. R. (2003).    

Section Six: Crack to Fentanyl  

The Black community now faces the challenges of another drug that is causing many 

negative effects. According to the CDC's Response to the Opioid Overdose Epidemic (2022), 

Fentanyl is commonly described as a synthetic opioid that has similar qualities to heroin due to 
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the drug being more potent than morphine. Even though other opioids are still plaguing the Black 

community lawmakers are concerned with how quickly Fentanyl overdose rates are rising.   

Figure Six displays how the deaths from the drug Fentanyl doubled just within one year 

(Frostenson, 2016,). The U.S. has also attached a higher mandatory sentence to this drug in 

hopes of expelling the drug from communities. An individual convicted of trafficking 28 grams 

or more of Fentanyl, can receive a maximum sentence of thirty years in prison, and the required 

and mandatory minimum sentence is 25 years in prison or a $500,000 fine (Hornsby,2022). The 

U.S. government developed strict rules on this drug due to the massive negative effects the drug 

has on communities. 

 In the comparison of Fentanyl with heroin, an individual must be caught with a massive 

amount of heroin to receive harsh sentencing. For example, someone caught with 40 grams of 

Fentanyl faces a mandatory minimum of five years in prison. While someone must possess 100 

grams of heroin to also receive this sentencing. Fentanyl versus Heroin is much similar to the 

argument of crack versus powered cocaine because one substance is weighted higher than the 

other. However, in the case heroin is still shown to have a higher and more harmful for all races. 

Yet, the laws are still much stricter on Fentanyl.  After viewing the facts, the differences between 

Fentanyl and heroin sentencing display unintended racial consequences amongst the minority 

community.   
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Figure Six 

Heroin Overdose Rates  

Figure Six. Examines the rate in which heroin overdose rates have been increasing over the years 

by Frostenson, S., (2016).  

Section Seven: Fentanyl vs the Black Community 

Many individuals in today’s society are describing the battle going on within the Black 

community with the drug Fentanyl as an Opioid Crisis.  Wu and colleagues (2021) illustrate how 

the rise in opioid overdose rate is shifting the Black community, into a public health crisis. 

Recently, The drug has become most recognized for causing a spike in the overdose death rates 

within the Black community. Lippold and colleagues (2019) conducted a study that displayed an 

increase in the average number of overdose deaths due to Fentanyl from 2015–2016 to now.  

Findings from the study show that in 2017, overdose rates among Black had a 56.67 percent 

increase compared to White people who had a 46.64 percent increase in overdose rates. Studies 

also show that Opioid use is also prominent among White drug users.  
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Figure Seven  

Overdose Rates Amongst Race  

Figure Seven. Examining substance abuse death rates among different races and how White 

people have a higher death rate from drugs than any other race. By Lippold, K., Jones C., 

Olsen E, & Giroir, B., (2019).  

Section Eight: Drugs Commonly Used By White people  

Recent evidence suggests that opioid use among the White community is significantly 

high. This substance is dangerous to this community because opioids are the leading cause of 

overdose within the White community. Figure Seven displays Lopez's (2017) findings from 

evaluating the data enclosed in the recent report created by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. The report illustrates the connection between opioid overdoses trends and ethnicity. 

Evidence within the figure shows that even though opioid use is common among White people, 

Blacks, and Hispanics, White users still have a significantly high overdose rate.  

 This finding supports the idea that there is an issue with our laws. Especially since 

empirical evidence displays white people are high contributor to overdoes rates. Yet, they are 

incarcerated at a lower rate than black people for drug related offenses. To remove this disparity 
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drug laws should not be weighted on a scale. Drugs with similar properties should receive the 

same sentencing.   

An example of opioids that are commonly used within the White community race is 

heroin. Heroin can be described as an opioid derived from morphine however this substance has 

a lot of negative effects such as high overdose rates. However, a person convicted with a first 

offense of heroin possession may be sentenced to not more than one year in prison and/or fined 

not less than $1,000 (England). This is a significantly lesser amount of time compared to 

marijuana offenses, Even though there are not any reports of anyone overdosing from marijuana 

use.         

Conclusion 

Many factors must be considered when examining the overrepresentation of Black people 

in the criminal justice system. First, one must consider theories like the general strain theory and 

the differential opportunity theory created by criminologists to understand substance use in the 

Black community. For instance, the general strain theory presents the idea that an individual 

might turn to drug use if they are experiencing a type of strain like financial strain mixed with 

negative emotions. Evidence presented earlier in this paper supports the idea that Black people 

experience an extreme amount of strain compared to other races.  

One must also examine the historical background of Black and White people to 

understand the underlying motive of certain laws. For instance, the 13th amendment was created 

to adopt Black people into society. However, it was created with a loophole that justified slavery 

if the individual was a criminal. This resulted in the mass incarceration of Black people. The 

evidence shown in this paper displays the presence of racial biases within U.S. laws. This is 
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shown through the examination of the different drug laws and their mandatory sentencing. For 

example, many of the drugs that are commonly found within the Black community have higher 

sentencing compared to the drugs commonly used in white communities. This is portrayed in this 

paper with the evaluation of crack and powder. Even though crack and powder are the same 

substance. The drug that is most commonly found in Black communities has a higher mandatory 

sentence.  

Understanding and identifying this problem is significant because it helps draw attention 

to the fact that the majority of the United States drug laws sentencing must be re-evaluated to 

change the over-representation of black males in the criminal justice system. This method is 

proven to be effective based on a study conducted in 2009. The researcher destroyed the old drug 

reform in New York, which led to a decrease in the incarceration of Black people. This is 

significant because it strengthens the idea that re-evaluating U.S. drug laws would decrease the 

racial disparity. And the number one way to do this is by making sure things like heroin and 

fentanyl carry the same charge and not letting one charge be less than the other just because of 

the community in which they are mostly found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     28 

 

References 

ACLU (n.d.) “Marijuana Arrest by The Numbers”. https://www.aclu.org/gallery/marijuana-

arrests-numbers 

Balko, R., (2020). “There’s Overwhelming Evidence that the Criminal Justice System is racist. 

Here’s the proof”. Washington Post. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/opinions/systemic-racism-police-

evidence-criminal-justice-system/#Prison 

Boyd, G., (2001) “The Drug War Is The New Jim Crow”. UCLA. 

https://www.aclu.org/other/drug-war-new-jim-crow 

Brown, L., Mitchell, U., & Ailshire, J. A. (2020). Disentangling the Stress Process: Race/Ethnic 

Differences in the Exposure and Appraisal of Chronic Stressors Among Older Adults. 

The Journals of Gerontology. Series B, Psychological Sciences and Social 

Sciences,75(3), 650–660. https://doi.org/10.1093/geronb/gby072 

Burson, G. (1986). The Black Civil Rights Movement. OAH Magazine of History, 2(1), 35–40. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/25162501 

Carsen, E., (2014). Prisoners in 2013. US department of Justice. 

http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p13.pdf  

Chanel, O., & Chichilnisky, G. (2009). The influence of fear in decisions: Experimental 

evidence. Journal of Risk and Uncertainty, 39(3), 271–298. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/41761402 

Congress.Gov., (2021). All Info - S.2156 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Equal Enforcement of 

Cocaine Laws Act. http://www.congress.gov/ 

DEA. 25 July 2018. The Controlled Substances Act. https://www.dea.gov/drug-information/csa 

https://www.aclu.org/gallery/marijuana-arrests-numbers
https://www.aclu.org/gallery/marijuana-arrests-numbers
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/opinions/systemic-racism-police-evidence-criminal-justice-system/#Prison
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/opinions/systemic-racism-police-evidence-criminal-justice-system/#Prison
https://www.aclu.org/other/drug-war-new-jim-crow
https://doi.org/10.1093/geronb/gby072
http://www.jstor.org/stable/25162501
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p13.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/41761402
http://www.congress.gov/
https://www.dea.gov/drug-information/csa


THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     29 

 

Drug Policy Alliance (2015). “The Drug War, Mass Incarceration and Race”. Drug Policy 

Alliance. 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/DrugPolicyAlliance/

DPA_Fact_Sheet_Drug_War_Mass_Incarceration_and_Race_June2015.pdf 

Duvernay, A., Moran, J., (2016) 13TH. USA. 

Editorial Staff (2022) “What is Crack Cocaine?: Differences Between Crack and Cocaine”. 

https://americanaddictioncenters.org/cocaine-treatment/differences-with-crack 

Eisen, L., (2015). America’s Faulty Perception of Crime Rates 

FAMM (2012) “Mandatory Minimums In A Nutshell”. Families Against Mandatory Minimums.  

https://famm.org/wp-content/uploads/FS-MMs-in-a-Nutshell.pdf 

Fentanyl  | CDC's Response to the Opioid Overdose Epidemic | CDC. (2022). 

https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/basics/Fentanyl .html 

Frostenson, S., (2016). The stunning rise of deaths from the pain drug Fentanyl , in one chart. 

vox.com/science-and-health/2016/12/20/14005776/deaths-pain-drug-opioids-Fentanyl -

chart. 

Gamez-Guadix, M., Orue, I., Smith, P. K., & Calvete, E. (2013). Longitudinal and reciprocal 

relations of cyberbullying with depression, substance use, and problematic Internet use 

among adolescents. Journal of Adolescent Health, 53(4), 446–452.  

Gottlieb, A., Charles, P., Mcleod, B., Kjellstrand, J., & Bonsu, J. (2020). “Were California’s 

Decarceration Efforts Smart? A Quasi-Experimental Examination of Racial, Ethnic, and 

Gender Disparities”. Criminal Justice and Behavior. 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/DrugPolicyAlliance/DPA_Fact_Sheet_Drug_War_Mass_Incarceration_and_Race_June2015.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Contributions/Civil/DrugPolicyAlliance/DPA_Fact_Sheet_Drug_War_Mass_Incarceration_and_Race_June2015.pdf
https://americanaddictioncenters.org/cocaine-treatment/differences-with-crack
https://famm.org/wp-content/uploads/FS-MMs-in-a-Nutshell.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/opioids/basics/fentanyl.html


THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     30 

 

Gramlich, J., (2019). The gap between the number of Black people and White people  in prison 

is shrinking. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/30/shrinking-gap-between-

number-of-blacks-and-White people -in-prison/ 

Guerino, P, Harrison, P. M., Sabol, W. J. (2012). Prisoners in 2010. Bureau of Justice Statistics. 

https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p10.pdf 

Heroin (2022). 

http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/managepainsafely/docs/Heroin%20FINAL.pd

f?pdf=heroin#:~:text=What%20is%20Heroin%3F-

,Heroin%20is%20an%20opioid%20drug%20made%20from%20morphine%2C%20a%20

natural,known%20as%20black%20tar%20heroin. 

Hinton, E., Henderson, L., & Reed, C., (2018). “An Unjust Burden: The Disparate Treatment of 

Black Americans in the Criminal Justice System”. New York: Vera Institute of Justice. 

History.com Editors., (2019). “War On Drugs “. History.com. 

https://www.history.com/topics/crime/the-war-on-drugs#section_1 

Hornsby, R. (2022). Trafficking in Fentanyl  in Florida. 

https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-Fentanyl 

.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2028%20grams%20or%20

more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine. 

Hornsby, R. (2022). Trafficking in Heroin in Florida. 

https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-

heroin.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2030%20kilograms%

20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine. 

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/30/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and-whites-in-prison/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/04/30/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and-whites-in-prison/
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p10.pdf
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/managepainsafely/docs/Heroin%20FINAL.pdf?pdf=heroin#:~:text=What%20is%20Heroin%3F-,Heroin%20is%20an%20opioid%20drug%20made%20from%20morphine%2C%20a%20natural,known%20as%20black%20tar%20heroin
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/managepainsafely/docs/Heroin%20FINAL.pdf?pdf=heroin#:~:text=What%20is%20Heroin%3F-,Heroin%20is%20an%20opioid%20drug%20made%20from%20morphine%2C%20a%20natural,known%20as%20black%20tar%20heroin
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/managepainsafely/docs/Heroin%20FINAL.pdf?pdf=heroin#:~:text=What%20is%20Heroin%3F-,Heroin%20is%20an%20opioid%20drug%20made%20from%20morphine%2C%20a%20natural,known%20as%20black%20tar%20heroin
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/sapc/managepainsafely/docs/Heroin%20FINAL.pdf?pdf=heroin#:~:text=What%20is%20Heroin%3F-,Heroin%20is%20an%20opioid%20drug%20made%20from%20morphine%2C%20a%20natural,known%20as%20black%20tar%20heroin
https://www.history.com/topics/crime/the-war-on-drugs#section_1
https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-fentanyl.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2028%20grams%20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine
https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-fentanyl.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2028%20grams%20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine
https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-fentanyl.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2028%20grams%20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine
https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-heroin.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2030%20kilograms%20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine
https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-heroin.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2030%20kilograms%20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine
https://www.richardhornsby.com/crimes/drugs/trafficking-in-heroin.html#:~:text=If%20convicted%20of%20Trafficking%20in%2030%20kilograms%20or%20more%20of,prison%20and%20a%20%24500%2C000%20fine


THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     31 

 

Hurtado, Sabbath, E., Ertel, K. ., Buxton, O. ., & Berkman, L. . (2012). Racial disparities in job 

strain among American and immigrant long-term care workers. International Nursing 

Review, 59(2), 237–244. 

Idler, & Garzón, J. C. (2021). Transforming The War On Drugs: Warriors, Victims, And 

Vulnerable Regions (Idler & J. C. (Garzón V. Garzón, Eds.). Oxford University Press. 

Jang, & Johnson, B. R. (2003). Strain, Negative Emotions, and Deviant Coping Among African 

Americans: A Test of General Strain Theory. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 19(1), 

79–105.  

Jones, E., (1995). “Failure of the "Get Tough" Crime Policy”. University of Dayton Law Review 

Volume: 20 Issue: 2. Pages: 803-808 

Kaufman, J. M., Rebellon, C. J., Thaxton, S., & Agnew, R. (2008). A general strain theory of 

racial differences in criminal offending. Australian and New Zealand Journal of 

Criminology, 41(3), 421 

Kerodal, A. G. (2014). Committed To The Cause? Violent and Financial Criminal Behaviors of 

Domestic Far-Rightists (Order No. 3641891). Available from Criminal Justice Database; 

ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global; Social Science Premium Collection.  

Lavoie, D. (2007) “Decades Later, the Notion That Crack Is Far More Dangerous than Cocaine 

Is Widely Disputed”. South Coast Today. 

https://www.statesboroherald.com/nation/national/decades-later-the-notion-that-crack-is-

far-more-dangerous-than-cocaine-is-widely-disputed/. 

Li X, Ma X. Acute respiratory failure in COVID-19: is it "typical" ARDS? Crit Care. 2020 May 

6;24(1):198 

https://www.statesboroherald.com/nation/national/decades-later-the-notion-that-crack-is-far-more-dangerous-than-cocaine-is-widely-disputed/
https://www.statesboroherald.com/nation/national/decades-later-the-notion-that-crack-is-far-more-dangerous-than-cocaine-is-widely-disputed/


THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     32 

 

Lopez, G. (2017)  When a drug epidemic’s victims are white. 

https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/4/4/15098746/opioid-heroin-epidemic-race 

MacDonald, J., Arkes, J., Nicosia, N., & Pacula, R. L. (2014). “Decomposing Racial Disparities 

in Prison and Drug Treatment Commitments for Criminal Offenders in California”. The 

Journal of Legal Studies, 43(1), 155–187 

Mancuso, P., (2010). Resentencing After The “Fall” Of Rockefeller: The Failure Of The Drug 

Law Reform Acts Of 2004 And 2005 To Remedy The Injustices Of New York’s 

Rockefeller Drug Laws And The Compromise Of 2009. Albany Law Review, 73(4), 

Mueller, R. S. (1992). Mandatory Minimum Sentencing. Federal Sentencing Reporter, 4(4), 230–

233. https://doi.org/10.2307/20639453 

Pascual, I., (2021). America’s War On Drugs- 50 Years Later. Justice Reform Resources 

Peck, J., Childs, K., Jennings, W., & Brady, C., (2018). General Strain Theory, Depression, and 

Substance Use: Results From a Nationally Representative, Longitudinal Sample of 

White, African-American, and Hispanic Adolescents and Young Adults, Journal of Child 

& Adolescent Substance Abuse, 27:1, 11-28. 

Perea, J., (1997) “The Black/White Binary Paradigm of Race: The ‘Normal Science’ of 

American Racial Thought.” California Law Review, vol. 85, no. 5, California Law 

Review, Inc., pp. 1213–58,  

Pedalono, Jordan and Frailing, Kelly, "General Strain Theory and Prescription Drug Misuse 

Among Honors Students" (2018). Journal of the National Collegiate Honors Council --

Online Archive. 577. 

Realuyo, C., (2019). The New Opium War: A National Emergency. PRISM, 8(1), 132–142. 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/26597315 

https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/4/4/15098746/opioid-heroin-epidemic-race
https://doi.org/10.2307/20639453
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26597315


THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     33 

 

Rezal, A., (2021). The Racial Makeup of America’s Prisons. 

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-10-13/report-highlights-

staggering-racial-disparities-in-us-incarceration-

rates#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20report%2C%20Black,at%20261%20per%201

00%2C000%20residents 

Reboussin A, Hubbard S, Ialongo N., (2007) Marijuana use patterns among African-American 

middle-school students: a longitudinal latent class regression analysis. Drug Alcohol 

Depend. 2007 Sep 6;90(1):12-24.  

Richard A. Cloward, & L.E. Ohlin. (1998). Delinquency and Opportunity: A Study of 

Delinquent Gangs. Routledge. 

 

Shoesmith. (2010). Four Factors That Explain Both The Rise And Fall Of US Crime, 1970-2003. 

Applied Economics, 42(23), 2957–2973.  

Shores, K., Kim, H. E., & Still, M. (2020). Categorical Inequality in Black and White: Linking 

Disproportionality Across Multiple Educational Outcomes. American Educational 

Research Journal, 57(5), 2089–2131.  

The Sentencing Project. (n.d). “Crack Cocaine Sentencing Policy: Unjustified and 

Unreasonable”. https://www.prisonpolicy.org/scans/sp/1003.pdf 

The U.S. Department of Justice. (2021). Organization, Mission, And Functions Manual: Drug 

Enforcement Administration. https://www.justice.gov/jmd/organization-mission-and-

functions-manual-drug-enforcement-

administration#:~:text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20Drug,members%20of%20orga

nizations%2C%20involved%20in 

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-10-13/report-highlights-staggering-racial-disparities-in-us-incarceration-rates#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20report%2C%20Black,at%20261%20per%20100%2C000%20residents
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-10-13/report-highlights-staggering-racial-disparities-in-us-incarceration-rates#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20report%2C%20Black,at%20261%20per%20100%2C000%20residents
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-10-13/report-highlights-staggering-racial-disparities-in-us-incarceration-rates#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20report%2C%20Black,at%20261%20per%20100%2C000%20residents
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2021-10-13/report-highlights-staggering-racial-disparities-in-us-incarceration-rates#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20report%2C%20Black,at%20261%20per%20100%2C000%20residents
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/scans/sp/1003.pdf
https://www.justice.gov/jmd/organization-mission-and-functions-manual-drug-enforcement-administration#:~:text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20Drug,members%20of%20organizations%2C%20involved%20in
https://www.justice.gov/jmd/organization-mission-and-functions-manual-drug-enforcement-administration#:~:text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20Drug,members%20of%20organizations%2C%20involved%20in
https://www.justice.gov/jmd/organization-mission-and-functions-manual-drug-enforcement-administration#:~:text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20Drug,members%20of%20organizations%2C%20involved%20in
https://www.justice.gov/jmd/organization-mission-and-functions-manual-drug-enforcement-administration#:~:text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20Drug,members%20of%20organizations%2C%20involved%20in


THE WAR AGAINST BLACK MALES AND THE LAW     34 

 

Urofsky, M., (2021). Jim Crow law. Encyclopedia Britannica. 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Jim-Crow-law 

 U.S. CONST. amend. XIII 

Vagins, D, McCurdy, J., (2022) “Cracks in the System: 20 Years of the Unjust Federal Crack 

Cocaine Law”. https://www.aclu.org/other/cracks-system-20-years-unjust-federal-crack-

cocaine-law 

Wood, E. L., & Pérez, M. (2016). “History of Florida ’s Felony Disenfranchisement law. In 

Florida: An Outlier In Denying Voting Rights” (pp. 4–8). Brennan Center for Justice. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep28420.5 

Wu, Yong, Q., Walker, J. M., Grady, J. J., & Laurencin, C. T. (2021). Fentanyl , Heroin, and 

Cocaine Overdose Fatalities are Shifting to the Black Community: An Analysis of the 

State of Connecticut. Journal of Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities.  

  

https://www.britannica.com/event/Jim-Crow-law
https://www.aclu.org/other/cracks-system-20-years-unjust-federal-crack-cocaine-law
https://www.aclu.org/other/cracks-system-20-years-unjust-federal-crack-cocaine-law
http://www.jstor.org/stable/resrep28420.5

